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Dear Synagogue Member:

This has been a trying time for the Jewish people. As we’ve watched our communities struggle with the
challenges of the last few months, it is inspiring to hear how much rabbis and congregations have filled
their time with Torah study and programming for the whole family.

As many congregations are returning to public minyanim, we wanted to do our part to contribute to this
effort. Together with our partners at the Orthodox Union’s Department of Synagogue & Community
Services, we're pleased to bring you this packet of the weekly Parsha and Haftara readings, from the
Steinsaltz Humash. We hope you will appreciate the pioneering translation, commentary, and visual aids
from Rabbi Adin Even-Israel Steinsaltz. If you'd like to purchase your own copy of this Humash, we’re
happy to offer you a 20% discount using the code “humash” from our website, www.korenpub.com. If you
have any questions about this or any of our products, please email us at sales@korenpub.com.

Thank you to the Orthodox Union’s Department of Synagogue & Community Services for
spearheading this initiative.

PLEASE NOTE: THIS PACKET CONTAINS THE NAME OF G-D, PLEASE MAKE SURE TO TREAT IT WITH
THE APPROPRIATE LEVEL OF RESEPECT.

With best wishes for good health,

Matthew Miller
Koren Publishers Jerusalem
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Parashat
Devarim

Moses’ Speech Begins
DEUTERONOMY 1:1-2:1

Book of Deuteronomy | Chapter 1 | Devarim

Deuteronomy starts by noting the location where Moses delivered his great closing address to the children
of Israel, and by mentioning certain places where and about which he spoke. It then begins to cite the
contents of his address. Moses explains that the people’s journey to the Land of Israel should have taken a

mere few days, but it was extended due to their fear of entering the land. Eventually, God decreed that they
must wander in the wilderness until the generation that left Egypt had died out. Those who attempted to enter the land before receiving permission
to do so were killed in battle. In this survey, Moses incidentally mentions his delegation of judicial responsibility to judges and officers, a process

accompanied by his admonition to the judges to rule justly.

These are the words that Moses spoke to all Israel beyond
the Jordan, in the wilderness that stretches along the east-
ern side of the Jordan, in the Arava which extends from the
Dead Sea to the Gulf of Eilat, opposite the Red Sea, between
Paran® and Tofel, and Lavan,® and Hatzerot,? and Di Zahav.?
These places serve to pinpoint the precise locations where
Moses spoke.* Alternatively, Moses repeated here various com-
mandments that he had imparted to the people when they were
in these places.’ Additionally, these names allude to certain
events to which Moses refers in his address.’

Eleven days from Horev,® Mount Sinai, via Mount Se’ir® un-
til Kadesh Barnea. The journey from Mount Sinai to Kadesh
Barnea, on the southern border of the Land of Israel, took
eleven days. However, it was only many years after the people
arrived in Kadesh Barnea that they were able to enter Israel.

It was in the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, which
would later be called Shevat, on the first of the month,® that
Moses spoke to the children of Israel, in accordance with
everything that the Lord had commanded him to them.
After his smiting of Sihon, king of the Emorites, who
lived in Heshbon,® and Og, king of Bashan, who lived in

DISCUSSION

. ,

- ® Tofel
Jebel Helal - Mount Sinai(?)e Kadesh Barnea
o ;
® Mount Se'ir

@ Mount Karkom - Mount Sinai(?)

Wilderness of Paran

Arava

@ Jebel Sin Bishar - Mount Sinai(?)

Etzyon Gever

Ein-Khuderah -
Hatzerot(?) @

Jebel Musa -
Mount Sinai(?)@ pahah -
DiZahav(?)

€

Red Sea

Locations mentioned by Moses

BACKGROUND

1:3| In the eleventh month, on the
first of the month: According to tra-
dition, Moses died on the seventh of
Adar, the twelfth month (see Kiddushin
38a). Since he began his farewell
speech on the first of Shevat, the entire
book of Deuteronomy, virtually all of
which is Moses' last address to his peo-
ple, encompasses a period of just over
one month.

1:1 | Paran: A general name for the Sinai Peninsula,
which includes several deserts: Tzin, Sinai, Eitam, and
Shur. Additionally, Paran is the name of a specific
location (Genesis; | Kings 11:18), possibly a mountain
range west of the Arava, opposite Mount Se'ir (see
33:2), or in southern Sinai. It should be noted that
southwest of the Sinai Peninsula there is a prominent
wadi with a similar name, Wadi Feiran.

Tofel and Lavan: These locations have not been
positively identified. Some claim that Tofel is the

village Tafila in Jordan, based on the similarity of the
names. This village is located 25 km southeast of the
Dead Sea.

Hatzerot: The identification of this location de-
pends upon a dispute with regard to Mount Sinai.
Those who identify Mount Sinai with Yaval Musa in
the southern part of the Sinai Peninsula would claim
that Hatzerot is Ein Khuderah, on the route from
Yaval Musa to Eilat, Etzyon Gever. Others claim that

«o
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itis the settlement Hazira, on the southern edge
of Mount Helal, in the north of central Sinai.

Di Zahav: Some identify this as Dahab, a port
on the southeastern coast of the Sinai Peninsula.

1:2| Eleven days from Horev: Travelers in
caravans of camels testified that they traversed
the area from Yaval Musa, which some iden-
tify as Mount Sinai, to Kadesh Barnea, in ten
or eleven days (Biblical Researches in Palestine
and Adjacent Countries, 561-62 (three volumes,
Boston and London, 1841; German edition, Halle,
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1841; second edition, enlarged, 1856 [English and
German]; Robinson, 1934). Those who identify
Mount Sinai with Har Karkom note that there
are ten wells between there and Kadesh Barnea,
each separated by roughly 10-15 km, which is
the maximum distance that a large group can
travel in one day.

Via Mount Se’ir: Some claim that Mount Se'ir
is Yaval Seira or Mount Harif, which are near
the road leading from northern Sinai toward
Etzyon Gever.

1:4| Heshbon: Animportant city located on the
borders of the portions of the tribes of Gad and
Reuben (Joshua 13:17). It is generally identified
with Tel Hesban, located on the King’s Highway,
on the range above the Madaba Plains, about
20 km southwest of Rabat Amon. According
to Josephus Flavius, Heshbon passed through
several hands after various wars, and was even
under Israelite control in the Hasmonean period.
It can be inferred from Song of Songs 7:5 that
this city was familiar to the Israelites (see also
Ramban, Numbers 32:28).
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Second
aliya

Ashtarot,® in battle® at Edre’i.? Alternatively, the conclusion
of the verse may be rendered: Who dwelled in Ashtarot and
Edre’i, as both were cities in Og’s kingdom.” Yet another possi-
bility is that Ashtarot is not a place-name, but it means strength
and sharp cliffs, and it describes the tall, harsh mountains of
Edre’i.® Although Moses did not bring the people into the
Land of Israel, he prepared the way by defeating two powerful
kings. He mentions these victories in order to solidify the na-
tion’s confidence toward their next step of entering the land;
beyond the Jordan, in the land of Moav, Moses began [ ho’il]"
expounding this Torah, saying. Others explain that ho'ilmeans
wanted, that Moses sought to expound the law of the Torah:"
The Lord our God spoke to us when we were at Horev, say-
ing: Enough of your living at this mountain, where you re-
ceived the Torah;

turn from Horev, and set you out, and come to the highlands
of the Emorites and all their neighbors, in the Arava, on the
highlands, and on the plain, and in the south, and on the
seashore; the land of the Canaanites, and the Lebanon, un-
til the great river, the Euphrates River.

See, I have placed the land before you. Come and take pos-
session of the land about which the Lord took an oath to
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give it to
them and to their descendants after them. God commands
the people to depart upon a journey that will eventually lead to
their entry into the Land of Israel.

Ispoke to you" at that time, saying: I am unable to bear you
alone.

The burden was too heavy for me because the Lord your God
has multiplied you, and behold, you are today as the stars of
the heavens in abundance.

After mentioning the great size of the people, Moses stresses
that he is not complaining about the growth of the nation; on
the contrary, he says: It is my wish that the Lord, God of your

BACKGROUND

12

13

Book of Deuteronomy | Chapter 1 | Devarim

“Stars of the heavens in abundance”

fathers, shall add to you one thousand times as many peo-
ple as you are now, and that He will bless you, and fulfill His
promises, as He spoke to, about, you.

Nevertheless, as you are so numerous, how shall I bear alone
your troubles that require resolutions, your personal bur-
dens with which each of you troubles me, and your internal
quarrels?

Get for you, choose, men, wise, and understanding, and
who are not strangers or loners but who are well known to
your tribes and have good reputations, and I will place them
at your head. I presented you with a suggestion that was basi-
cally the one initially proposed by Yitro.

DISCUSSION

1:4| Ashtarot: Also known as Ashterot
Karnayim, this was a city in the inher-
itance of Manasseh in Bashan, which
was given to the Levites. It is also called
Be'eshtera, which is perhaps a short-
ened form of Beit Ashterot, the House
of Ashterot (Joshua 21:27). This city
controlled the main road of Bashan. It
was the capital city of the province of
Karnayim, and as this verse mentions, it
was the home of Og, king of Bashan. It is
identified with Al-Shaykh Saad, in Syria.

Edre’i: Daraa, a provincial city and an
important crossroads in the south of the
Bashan in southern Syria. Archaeological
finds have been unearthed there dating
back to the third century BCE, and it is
mentioned in ancient Egyptian hiero-
glyphic tablets. Edre'i was included in the
inheritance of half the tribe of Manasseh.
According to historical testimonies, Jews
lived there in the Second Temple period,
in the periods of the Mishna and the
Talmud, and in the Middle Ages.

1:9| 1spoke to you: The Torah stated earlier that the appoint-
ment of judges was a result of Yitro's suggestion (Exodus 18:13—
26), but that episode is not mentioned here. Moses certainly
understood how hard it was to function as the sole judge of
such a large community, and he was familiar with organized
governmental systems. Consequently, Yitro’s advice should
not be seen as the sole catalyst for change, but rather as en-
couragement to Moses to act quickly. When Moses mentions
this event in his speech, in which he generally presents his own
perspective, he emphasizes the difficulties he experienced, as
well as the selection of the judges and their appointment, but
he does not find it necessary to mention the private advice he
had previously received from his father-in-law.
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15

16

17

You answered me and said: The matter is good that you
have spoken to do.

With your consent, and based on your personal testimony, I
took the heads of your tribes, men wise and known, and I
placed them as heads over you. These men were appointed
leaders of thousands, and leaders of hundreds, and leaders
of fifties, and leaders of tens, and officers for your tribes.

I commanded your judges at that time, saying: Hear the ar-
guments between your brethren and attempt to understand
the wishes of each side, and judge righteousness between
man and his brother, and a stranger to him, including those
who have no family relatives.

You shall not give preference to either side in judgment;
small and great alike you shall hear equally, to safeguard
justice and honesty. You shall not fear speaking your mind
or remaining silent due to any man, as judgment is God’s.
No personal considerations may enter the judge’s decision
making, as his task is to relay God’s judgment to the litigants.
Consequently, any perversion of justice is a sin against God and

18

19

20

21

22

Third
aliya

Book of Deuteronomy | Chapter 1 | Devarim

a betrayal of His agency.” And the matter that is too difficult
for you, you shall bring near to me, and I will hear it, and
attempt to find a solution.

I commanded you at that time all the matters that you
shall do.

We traveled from Horev, and we went through the entire
great and awesome wilderness that you saw, via the Emorite
highlands, as the Lord our God had commanded us, and we
came to Kadesh Barnea.

I said to you: You have come to the Emorite highlands,
which the Lord our God is giving us.

You can see, from your experiences to this point,* that the
Lord your God has placed the land before you; ascend, take
possession, as the Lord, God of your fathers, spoke to you;
do not fear, and do not be frightened and lose the will to
fight. Go forth to battle, as you will be victorious.

When I informed you that you would soon be entering the
land, you all approached me and said: Let us send men”
before us, and they will spy the land for us, and they will

DISCUSSION

1:22| Let us send men: This verse apparently
contradicts the account in Numbers, where it
is stated that God commanded Moses to send
spies (Numbers 13:1-2). It is best to consider
these versions as two complementary accounts.
One explanation is that the nation initially ap-
proached Moses and requested to send spies.
Moses accepted their proposal and added that
there should be one representative for each
tribe, to render it an official delegation of sorts.
Finally, God instructed them on how to carry out
the mission properly (Ramban, Numbers 13:2).

Appointment of Judges and Leaders: In re-
counting the commandment to appoint leaders
of thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens along
with the commandments directed toward the
judges, Moses encapsulates several earlier ep-
isodes into one seamless narrative. First he de-
scribes the impetus for the appointment of the
various echelons of leadership:“l spoke to you at
that time, saying: | am unable to bear you alone”
(1:9) and “How shall | bear alone your troubles,
your burdens, and your quarrels” (1:12)? In re-
sponse, God commands: “Get for you men, wise,
and understanding, and known to your tribes,
and | will place them at your head” (1:13). Moses

then attests: “I took the heads of your tribes,
men wise and known, and | placed them heads
over you, leaders of thousands, and leaders of
hundreds, and leaders of fifties, and leaders of
tens, and officers for your tribes” (1:15).

Indeed we find, in the book of Numbers, in
response to the breakdown of the children of
Israel that began with their talk that was “evil in
the ears of the Lord” (11:1), followed by the mob
that “expressed a craving” (11:4) and complained
about the manna (11:6), culminating in Moses
hearing the “people weeping...each man at the
entrance of his tent” (11:10),” Moses said: “Why
have You mistreated Your servant and why have
I not found favor in Your eyes, to place the bur-
den of this entire people upon Me?” (11:11).

God answered Moses: “Gather to Me seventy
men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to
be elders of the people, and its officers.... They
shall bear with you the burden of the people,
and you shall not bear alone” (11:16—17). This is
the Torah source for the Great Sanhedrin, the
court of seventy-one judges, the highest tribu-
nal in Judaism.

In the book of Exodus, the impetus for the
appointment of the leadership configuration is

different. Moses’ father-in-law, Yitro, visits, and
he sees Moses sitting and judging the people
and observes: “The people stood over Moses
from the morning until the evening” (18:13). He
comments: “It is not a good thing that you are
doing” (18:17). Yitro counsels Moses: “You shall
identify from all the people capable men, fearers
of God, men of truth, haters of ill-gotten gain;
set over them leaders of thousands, leaders of
hundreds, leaders of fifties, and leaders of tens”
(18:21). The Torah relates: “Moses heeded the
voice of his father-in-law and did everything
that he said” (18:24).

Here, in the book of Deuteronomy, Moses
omits any mention of Yitro. He reprises the de-
spair that he expressed in the book of Numbers
and the solution that he adopted in Exodus. He
continues with an allusion to the solution that
God provided in Deuteronomy, instructions to
judges: “Hear between your brethren and judge
righteousness between man and his brother,
and a stranger to him. You shall not give pref-
erence in judgment; small and great alike you
shall hear. You shall not fear due to any man, as
judgment is God's” (1:16-17).
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return word to us: The way that we will ascend, and the cit-
ies at which we will arrive.

The matter was good in my eyes; and I took from you twelve
men, one man for each tribe.

They, the men, turned and they ascended to the highlands,
and they came until the Eshkol Ravine, and spied it, the
land.

They took in their hand from the fruit of the land and
brought it down to us; they brought back word to us, and
said: The land that the Lord our God is giving to us is good.
According to the parallel account in Numbers, after the spies
admitted that the land was good, they added other comments
which ruined what would otherwise have been a positive re-
port.” However, in this speech, Moses is generally not inter-
ested in emphasizing private sins. He therefore highlights the
positive aspect of the spies’ report.

But despite the positive report, you were not willing to as-
cend, and you defied the directive of the Lord your God.
You murmured your complaints in your tents, and you said:
In the Lord’s hatred of us, He took us out of the land of
Egypt, to deliver us into the hand of the Emorites, to de-
stroy us. God is sending us to Canaan only because He wants
to destroy us.

Where are we ascending? Our brethren, the spies, have
melted our heart, saying: A people greater and taller than

29
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35
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we; cities great and fortified to the heavens; and we have
also seen the sons of the giants there. We cannot possibly
conquer the inhabitants of Canaan.

I said to you: Do not be intimidated and do not fear them.
The Lord your God who goes before you, He will make war
for you, like everything that He did for you in Egypt before
your eyes. You saw in Egypt how God fought for you without
any effort on your part. He will continue to battle on your be-
half in the future as well.

In addition to the miracles you witnessed in Egypt, you experi-
enced many wonders in the wilderness, where you saw that
the Lord your God bore you as a man would bear his son,
with strength, love, and gentleness, in the entire path that you
went, until you came to this place.

But in this matter of conquering the land, which is far less
complicated, you do not have faith in the Lord your God,
who goes before you on the way, to scout for you a place for
your encampment with fire that descends by night, to show
you the path on which you shall go, and in the cloud by day.
However, the nation did not listen to Moses, and objected to
entering the land. And the Lord heard the sound of your
words, and He was enraged and took an oath, saying:

If any man among these men, this wicked generation, will
see the good land about which I took an oath to give it to

Caleb, Joshua, and Moses: The Torah account
of the sin of the spies ends with a list of its re-
percussions. The list begins with the punish-
ment of the children of Israel: “The Lord...was
enraged and took an oath, saying: If any man
among these men, this wicked generation, will
see the good land about which | took an oath to
give to your fathers” (1:34-35). It continues with
Caleb’s reward: “Except Caleb son of Yefuneh,
he shall see it and to him | will give the land
in which he trod, and to his children, because
he followed the Lord wholeheartedly” (1:36). It
concludes with Joshua's reward: “Joshua son
of Nun, who stands before you, he shall come
there; strengthen him, for he shall bequeath it
to Israel” (1:38).

The verse that appears in the text between
the reward for Caleb and the reward for Joshua
presents a difficulty not due to its content but
due to its placement. The verse says: “Also the
Lord was incensed with me because of you, say-
ing: You too shall not come there” (1:37). Though

DISCUSSION

the fact that Moses was not going to enter the
Land of Israel was already known, its mention in
the context of the sin of the spies is surprising.
Wasn't the punishment that he would not enter
the land administered due to the sin of the wa-
ters of dispute? Does it not say: “Because you did
not have faith in Me, to sanctify Me before the
eyes of the children of Israel; therefore, you shall
not bring this assembly into the land that | have
given them” (Numbers 20:12)?

The Abravanel explains that despite the plain
understanding of this verse, the sin of the waters
of dispute was not the reason that Moses was
punished; rather, he was punished for his role in
the sin of the spies. God commanded Moses to
send men to scout the land of Canaan (Numbers
13:2), a command to get a general sense of the
land. The people requested: “Let us send men
before us, and they will spy the land for us, and
they will return word to us: The way that we will
ascend, and the cities at which we will arrive”
(Deuteronomy 1:22). The request was limited to
ascertaining the ideal path to take to the first

city they would conquer. Moses, with the best of
intentions, as he was confident in God’s promise,
added to the mission of the spies and thereby
compromised that mission: “You shall see the
land, what it is. The people that lives in it, is it
strong or is it weak? Are they few or many? What
is the land in which it lives? Is it good or bad?
What are the cities in which it lives? Is it in camps
or in fortifications?” (Numbers 13:18-19). Those
questions directed the focus of the spies to the
might of the people, the strength of the cities,
and the fact that the land devoured its inhab-
itants. Therefore, it is only natural that Moses’
punishment was mentioned in this context.

The Ramban explains that Moses’ punish-
ment is totally unrelated to the sin of the spies.
Rather, his punishment is mentioned in order to
make sense of the verse about Joshua that fol-
lows. In order to understand why Joshua would
be leading the people into the land of Canaan, it
was first necessary to explain that Moses would
not be entering the land.
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your fathers. I will not allow any of these men to see the land,
except for Caleb son of Yefuneh, he shall see it, the land; and
to him I will give the land in which he trod, and to his chil-
dren, because he followed the instruction of the Lord whole-
heartedly, and provided an accurate description of the land,
while assuring the people that they could conquer it.
Also the Lord was incensed with me because of you, say-
ing: Due to your sin, you too shall not come there. Although
Moses sinned on a different occasion, he already received a
hint in the aftermath of the sin of the spies that he too would
not enter the land.”
Joshua son of Nun, who stands before you, to serve you, he
shall come there; strengthen him, for he shall bequeath it
to Israel.
God addresses the people: And ironically, your children,
whom you said would be taken by your enemies as captives
and killed, and your young sons, who today do not know how
to distinguish between good and evil, they will come there,
to the land of Canaan, and to them I will give it, and they will
take possession of it.
Meanwhile you, turn back and travel into the wilderness via
the route leading to the Red Sea, as you will wander in the wil-
derness until you die.
You answered and you said to me: We sinned against the
Lord, we will go up and make war, in accordance with ev-
erything that the Lord our God had commanded; and you
girded each man his weapons of war, and decided to ascend
to the mountain. Alternatively, this means: And you dared to
ascend to the mountain, or: And you readied yourselves to as-
cend to the mountain.”®
The Lord said to me: Say to them: Do not go up and do not
make war, as I am not in your midst, and if you obey Me, you
will not be routed before your enemies.
I spoke to you and told you not to set out to war, reminding
you that all your previous victories were achieved only through
divine assistance, not your own military power; but you did
not heed, and you defied the directive of the Lord, and you
intentionally ascended to the mountain.
The Emorites, who live on that mountain, came out toward
you, and pursued you, as bees would do, and they beat and
broke” you in Se’ir until Horma. The Emorites surrounded
you like a swarm of bees, leaving no avenue of escape. This place
was later called Horma, in commemoration of the destruction
[hurban] that occurred there.

Book of Deuteronomy | Chapter 2 | Devarim
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45 You returned and wept before the Lord, in regret for your

sins, begging for forgiveness and mercy; but the Lord did not
heed your voice, and He did not listen to you.

46 You lived in Kadesh many days, like the days that you

lived there.

2 1 We turned and we traveled back into the wilderness via the

Red Sea, as the Lord spoke to me; and we circled Mount Se’ir
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many days. For years, we stayed in the region of Mount Se'ir,
and we did not travel in the direction of Canaan until the gener-
ation that left Egypt had died out.

Moses continues to summarize the past, turning next to recent events
that most of his audience would remember: The abstention from war
against nations that are considered family relations of the children of
Israel, namely Edom, Amon, and Moav, as well as the military victories
over the two Emorite kings. Toward the end of the section, Moses
describes how he apportioned the land on the eastern side of the Jordan River to certain tribes and families, after which he blesses Joshua and
encourages him for the upcoming conquest of the territory on the western side of the Jordan.

Moses’ Speech Continues: Confrontations
Lands on the Eastern Side of the Jordan River
DEUTERONOMY 2:2-3:22

This is a new context for such words of encouragement. Although Moses took the nation out of Egypt and led them through the wilderness for many
years, his comments gain extra credibility from his recent conquest of two powerful kings and his division of land to a portion of the nation. Even if the
full vision for the future has yet to be realized, Moses has fulfilled part of it. Consequently, he emphasizes the details of his military victories as well as

the conquest of the region and its settlement as a model for the nation’s wars after it crosses the Jordan.
After along time had passed, the Lord said to me, saying: 8 We passed from our brethren the children of Esau, who
Enough for you circling this mountain, Mount Se’ir, and live in Se’ir, from the way of the Arava, from Eilat and from
staying in the same region all the time. After all this aimless Etzyon Gever, which is next to Eilat, and we turned north-
wandering, turn you to a specific direction, to the north. ward and passed via the wilderness of Moav. In the Bible, of
Command the people, saying: You are passing through the all the nations, only the children of Esau are called the breth-
border of your brethren the children of Esau, who live in ren of Israel,”® as they are the Israelites’ closest family; no other
Se’ir; they will be afraid of you, because you are a great na- nation is referred to by this term. Here this family relationship
tion, and even so, you shall be very careful. is mentioned in support of the admonition against threatening
Do not provoke them, for I will not give you even the tread the territory of Esau.
of the sole of a foot from their land, because I have given 9 The Lord said to me: Do not besiege Moav, and do not pro-
Mount Se’ir to be an inheritance to Esau. Esau was granted voke war with them, as I will not give you from his land a
Mount Se’ir as his portion of God’s promise to Abraham and possession; because to the children of Lot I have given the
his family.”® In the future, this territory will revert to its true per- region of Ar, in Moav, as a possession.
manent owner, the nation of Israel. However, for the moment 10 Here, the chapter records some pertinent details from the
it will remain in the possession of the descendants of Esau, and distant past: The Emim, a nation or tribe, perhaps so named
Israel was prohibited from taking any part of it.” because it engendered fear [eima] in others, dwelt there previ-
Consequently, in order to eat, you shall purchase” from them ously, in the land currently inhabited by Moav; a people great,
food with silver, and eat; and also water you shall purchase” numerous, and tall, like giants.
from them with silver, and drink. 11 Refaim,® another ancient people, would also be regarded
For the Lord your God blessed you in all your handiwork; as giants; but the Moavites, whose language was similar to
He has known what you required™ in your walking through Hebrew, would call them Emim, because they aroused fear
[eimal.

The chapter similarly notes: In Se’ir the Horites lived previ-

this great wilderness, these forty years the Lord your God
has been with you; you have not lacked anything. Since you 12
were isolated from civilization and commerce in the wilder- ously, and the children of Esau took possession from them

ness, and your needs were provided for by God, you did not re-
5

and they destroyed them from before them, and dwelled
quire money. Now you can spend the money that you possess.” in their place, as Israel did to the land of its possession,

the land of Sihon and Og, which the Lord gave to them. The

BACKGROUND

2:11| Refaim: Only fragments of information
remain about this ancient people. The Torah's
historical descriptions of this and other nations,
and its mention of how they were known to
the other nations in the region, serve to clar-
ify that these were not mere figments of the

imagination or mythical characters, but real
peoples who played a role in the history of the
region. Furthermore, the depiction of these na-
tions is designed to prevent future generations
of Israel from considering their own possession
of the land as unquestionable, as it is stated:

“I destroyed the Emorites from before them,
whose height was like the height of cedars
and who were strong as the oaks; | destroyed
his fruit from above and his roots from below”
(Amos 2:9).
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17
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21

children of Esau did not entirely destroy the Horites, as they in-
termingled with them.” The children of Esau were the de facto
rulers of Se’ir, while the Horites cooperated and maintained
cordial relations with them.

Now that you have approached the Land of Israel, rise, and
cross the Zered Ravine.? This ravine was perhaps named for
its trees or shrubbery [zeradim].®® And we crossed the Zered
Ravine. This was the point of transition from the Israelites’
wandering in the wilderness to their arrival at the border of the
Promised Land.

The days that we went from Kadesh Barnea, until we crossed
the Zered Ravine, were thirty-eight years, as we waited until
the demise of the entire generation, all those who had been
counted in the first census as the men of war, males who were
between ages twenty and sixty at the time. Eventually, all those
men passed away from the midst of the camp, as the Lord
swore to them.

The hand of the Lord, divine intervention, was also among
them, to destroy them from the midst of the camp, until
their demise. Thirty-eight years would not have been enough
for them all to die of natural means, and therefore God acceler-
ated the process.

It was when all the men of war concluded to die from among
the people, that the great journey to enter the land began, as
the Lord spoke to me, saying:

You are passing today the border of Moav, Ar;

you will approach opposite the children of Amon; do not
besiege them and do not provoke them to battle,” as I will
not give you from the land of the children of Amon as a pos-
session; because to the children of Lot I have given it as a
possession, in Abraham’s merit.

It, too, the land of the descendants of Amon, is considered
a land of Refaim, as Refaim lived in it previously, and the
Amonites call them, those people, Zamzumim.

The lands on the eastern side of the Jordan River were once

22

23

24
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populated by the Refaim, who were a people great, and nu-
merous, and tall as the giants; but the Lord destroyed
them,” the Refaim, from before them, the Amonites, the de-
scendants of Lot, and they took possession from them, and
settled in their place,

as He did for the children of Esau, who live in Se’ir, that He
destroyed the Horites from before them and they took pos-
session from them, and settled in their place until this day.
Since Canaan serves as a crossing point for other regions, there
have always been nations that spoke different languages, living
in close proximity to this land. Like the Refaim, the Horites,
who were apparently originally from Asia Minor, lived on the
eastern side of the Jordan River until the arrival of the descen-
dants of Esau.

Similar to the previous verse, this verse is not directly related
to the narrative at hand, as it describes ancient demographic
and historical shifts. As for the Avim, who lived in unwalled
cities until Gaza, a coastal region in the southern part of the
land, Kaftorim, who emerged from Kaftor,® the island of
Crete, destroyed them, and settled in their place.® The
Philistines, who settled this coastal area, were descendants of
the Kaftorim.*°

After this historical and geographical description, God com-
mands: Rise, and travel, and cross the Arnon Ravine; see,
I have placed Sihon, king of Heshbon, the Emorite, and
his land in your hand; begin taking possession, and pro-
voke war with him. The Edomites, descendants of Esau, and
the Moavites and Amonites, descendants of Lot, came from
the same family as the patriarchs of Israel. Due to the oath to
Abraham and his family, these nations also inherited portions
on the eastern side of the Jordan River. Consequently, the
children of Israel were warned not to attack them. However,
this warning does not apply to Israel attacking other nations,
and therefore the children of Israel were permitted and com-
manded to begin inheriting the land of Sihon.

2:21| The Lord destroyed them: Even many
years after these large men had ceased to exist,
their very mention was enough to instill fear in
people. It is unclear how numerous the Refaim
were, and it is possible that in actual fact they
were not exceptionally powerful. After all, they
were destroyed by people who were physically

DISCUSSION

far smaller than they were. However, perhaps
they were destroyed because they were scat-
tered over a large area (see verse 11; Numbers
13:33, 21:34).

2:23| Destroyed them, and settled in their
place: In contrast to the conventional wisdom
of ancient times, that all peoples are set in their

places, the Torah emphasizes that God moves
nations and kingdoms. Not only does lIsrael,
with its unique mission, undergo travels, but
also other nations are transported from place
to place. Their ability to remain settled in one
region depends upon the grace of God (see
Amos 9:7-9).
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2:13| Zered Ravine: Many researchers iden-
tify this with Wadi al-Hisa, which flows to the
south end of the Dead Sea, and forms the bor-
der between the mountains of Moav and the
mountains of Edom. Others claim that it is one
of the wadis in northeast Moav, which lead to
the Arnon Ravine, Wadi Mujib, either Wadi al-Dik
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or another wadi that flows near Aroer (Elitzur).

2:23| Kaftor: This is the name for Crete in early
documents (see also Amos 9:7; Jeremiah 47:4).
Some maintain that this is the place called Keftiu
in Egyptian sources dating from the second mil-
lennium BCE, perhaps because Egyptians did

not pronounce the sound “r” The residents of
this island were called Philistines (Ezekiel 25:16;
Zephaniah 2:5). Historical sources indicate that
some of the nations whom the Egyptians called
Sea Peoples were foreign invaders, descendants
of the Cretans who came to the land of Canaan.
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25 From this day onward I will begin to place terror of you
and fear of you upon the peoples under all the heavens,
who will hear your reputation and will tremble, and be in
trepidation because of you. Until now, the children of Israel
were considered by other peoples as an almost mythical nation
of nomads, about whom they related miraculous stories from
forty years earlier. Now this nation would become a real threat.

26 I sent messengers from the wilderness of Kedemot, in the
east [kedem], to Sihon, king of Heshbon, with words of
peace, saying: Although God had told Moses that the chil-
dren of Israel would have to wage war against Sihon, Moses
nevertheless sent a message of peace. This gesture highlights
the value of attempting dialogue before waging war.' Similarly,
the Rambam writes that one does not wage war, whether an
optional or a compulsory war, without first extending an offer
of peace.”

27 Let me pass through your land, and I promise that I will go
only on the main path, I will not diverge to the sides, right
or left.

28 As in the case of the children of Esau (2:6), Israel proposes:
You will sell me food for silver, and I will eat, and you will
give me water for silver, and I will drink; only let me pass on
my feet. All we ask is for permission to pass through your ter-
ritory; we guarantee not to cause any damage to the surround-
ings, the people, or the animals. Furthermore, you will profit
from the arrangement, as we will pay for anything we eat,

29 like the children of Esau, who live in Se’ir, and the Moavites,
who live in Ar, did for me. The children of Israel did not pass
through Se’ir or Moav. Rather, this is apparently a reference to
the commercial ties that they maintained with these nations.
With regard to Moav, see Numbers 25:1-3; it is possible that
there was a similar arrangement with Edom.® Israel adds: I re-
quest this assistance only until I will cross the Jordan into the
land that the Lord our God is giving us.

30 But Sihon, king of Heshbon, was unwilling® to let us pass
through it, his land, for the Lord your God hardened his
spirit, and made his heart obstinate, in order to deliver him
into your hand, like this day.

31 The Lord said to me: See, I have begun delivering before

Sixth 'you Sihon and his land; begin taking possession of his land

aliya without delay.
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32 Sihon came out to war toward us, he and his entire people,
to Yahatz.?

33 The Lord our God delivered him before us and we smote
him, and his sons, who were also prominent individuals or
warriors, and his entire people.

34 We captured all his cities at that time, and we destroyed the
men of every inhabited city, and also the women, and the
children. We took everything, and we left no remnant from
its inhabitants.

35 Only the animals we looted for ourselves, and the spoils of
the cities that we captured.

36 We conquered all the cities from Aroer, which is on the
northern edge of the Arnon Ravine, and the city that is in
the ravine® until the Gilad, far to the north of Aroer. There
was no city that was too high for us, or too strong for us to
conquer; everything, the Lord our God delivered before us.

DISCUSSION

2:30| But Sihon, king of Heshbon, was un-
willing: It is possible that Sihon was a border
ruler, a leader charged with defending the
boundaries of the land of Canaan against in-
filtrators from the wilderness, as would occa-
sionally happen (see Judges 6:1-6). Although
Sihon is presented as a great ruler, his land
was not well populated like Canaan; rather,

his importance lay in his protection of the res-
idents of Canaan from invaders from the east
(see Bemidbar Rabba 19:29; Tanhuma, Hukat 52;
Rashi, Numbers 21:23). Furthermore, it is possible
that Sihon's refusal stemmed from an assump-
tion that the children of Israel would respond as
they did to earlier refusals from other nations.
When the Edomites, for example, refused to

allow passage through their land, the children
of Israel circumvented Edom, and the same hap-
pened with Moav and Amon. Sihon might have
thought that if he responded in the negative to
Israel’s request and gathered his army as a deter-
rent, he would be treated likewise. However, in
this case God did not grant him immunity from
attack.
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2:32| Yahatz: This later became a Levite city, of
the family of Merari, in the portion of Reuben
(see Joshua 13:18; | Chronicles 6:63). It is also
mentioned in the Mesha Inscription, ninth cen-
tury BCE. The identity of Yahatz is uncertain.

961

BACKGROUND

2:36| The city that is in the ravine: A similar
expression appears elsewhere in the Bible. In

Joshua 13:9, “the city that is within the ravine”

is mentioned as a point along the border be-
tween the tribal territories of Gad and Reuben.

However, it is unclear whether this was an inde-
pendent settlement whose precise location is
currently unknown, whether it was part of Aroer,
or if it was an isolated fortress.
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37

Only to the land of the children of Amon you did not ap-
proach, all the area adjacent to the Yabok Ravine, and the
cities of the highlands, and everywhere that the Lord our
God had commanded us. The children of Israel fought Sihon,
whose kingdom encompassed a large territory which reached
until the border of Amon, but they were careful not to encroach
upon the territory of Amon.

We turned, and went up northward via the Bashan, to the
northeast of the Sea of Galilee; and Og, king of the Bashan,
came out toward us, he and his entire people, to war at the
city of Edre’i. It is possible that any turn to the north is called
an ascent in the Bible.*

The Lord said to me: Do not fear him as I have delivered
him and his entire people and his land into your hand; you
shall do to him as you did to Sihon, king of the Emorites,
who lives in Heshbon.

The Lord our God also delivered into our hand Og, king of
Bashan, and all his people; and we smote him until we left
him no remnant.

We took all his cities at that time; there was no city in that
entire region that we did not take from them, including35 the
sixty cities comprising the entire region of Argov, the king-
dom of Og in the Bashan. The precise location of the region of
Argov is unknown. Its name possibly derives from the term for
a clod [regev] of dirt, or a den [gov] of a lion [arye}}s

All these were strong, fortified cities, surrounded by a high
wall, with gates and a bar, besides the very many smaller, un-
walled cities that we conquered.

We destroyed them, as we did to Sihon, king of Heshbon,
destroying every inhabited city, the women, and the
children.

But all the animals, and the spoils of the cities, we looted
for ourselves.

We took, at that time, the land from the hand of the two
kings of the Emorites, Sihon and Og, that were beyond the
Jordan, from the Arnon Ravine until Mount Hermon.

9

10

11

Book of Deuteronomy | Chapter 3 | Devarim

The chapter adds a comment on Hermon, the most prominent
mountain range south of Lebanon: Sidonians, who lived on
the other side of the mountain, would call Hermon Siryon,
and the Emorites would call it Senir.”

All the cities of the plain, and all the Gilad, and all the
Bashan, until Salka® and Edre’i, cities of the kingdom of Og
in the Bashan.

As only Og, king of the Bashan, remained from the rest of
the Refaim who once dwelled on the eastern side of the Jordan
River, most of whom had died (see 2:20). Behold, his bed"
was a bed of iron, which was unusual at that time. It was made
of iron because Og was exceptionally large and heavy” This bed
survived and was transferred over time; isn’t it in Raba of the
children of Amon? Nine cubits is its length, and four cubits
its width, by the cubit of a man. Since the height of an aver-
age individual is three to four cubits,® one whose bed measures
nine cubits in length is indeed a giant.

Mount Hermon

DISCUSSION

BACKGROUND

3:9| Sidonians would call Hermon Siryon,
and the Emorites would call it Senir: The
verse provides references to Hermon in vari-
ous languages, similar to the manner in which
it cites different names for the Refaim (see 2:11
and the commentary ad loc.). The people of
that generation were already aware of these
details, but they are mentioned due to their
importance for later generations. The fact that
different nations dwelled in or near the Hermon

and had their own names for it is indicative of
the mountain’s regional significance. Mount
Hermon serves as a point of reference at the
edge of the area conquered by the children
of Israel, but it was not actually part of their
inheritance.

3:11| His bed: Some explain that this is a ref-
erence to Og’s cradle as a baby, which means
that he was far larger when fully grown (see
Rashbam).

3:10| Salka: A city in the territory of the half of
the tribe of Manasseh that settled on the eastern
side of the Jordan River. According to | Chronicles
5:11, in practice Salka was inhabited by members
of the tribe of Gad. Salka is identified with the
modern town called Salkhad, which lies near the
southern foot of Yaval al-Druze in southern Syria.
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12 This land we took possession of at that time, from Aroer,

which is near the Arnon Ravine, in the south, near Moav, and
half of Mount Gilad, and its cities, I gave to the Reubenite

and to the Gadite tribes.

13 The rest of Gilad, and all the Bashan, which is the kingdom
of Og, I gave to half the tribe of Manasseh; the entire re-
gion of Argov for the entire Bashan, that would be called
the land of Refaim, especially the area of Bashan.

14 Ya'ir son of Manasseh, among others, took the entire re-
gion of Argov until the border of the Geshurite and the
Maakhatite,® two small kingdoms north of Israel, and he
called them after his name, the Bashan he called Havvoth

Ya’ir, to this day.

Seventh 15 To Makhir, a family from the tribe of Manasseh, I gave Gilad

aliya as an inheritance.

16 To the Reubenite and to the Gadite I gave from the Gilad
until the Arnon Ravine, which included the area within the
ravine and around its border, until the Yabok Ravine, the
border of the children of Amon. The Arnon Ravine is the
border of Moav, while the Yabok Ravine is the border of Amon.
The entire adjacent region was given to the tribes of Reuben

and Gad.

17 This territory included the Arava, and the Jordan, and its
border, its bank. The Jordan was included in their land and
comprised the western border of the portion of these tribes.
From the Sea of Galilee until the sea of the Arava, the Dead
Sea, under the waterfalls of the peak to the east, near the
Jordan. Alternatively, this last phrase means: The streams that

flow to the Jordan from the east.

18 I commanded you at that time, saying:” The Lord, your
God, gave you, the tribes of Reuben and Gad and half the
tribe of Manasseh, this land to take possession of it; all those
mobilized shall pass before your brethren the children of
Israel, all those capable men, who are fit to wage war.

19 Only your wives, and your children, and your livestock, I
know that you have much livestock, they shall live in your
cities that I gave you on the eastern side of the Jordan River.
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Inheritance of the tribes that settled on the eastern side

of the Jordan River

3:18| 1commanded you at that time, saying:
The incident in which the tribes of Reuben and
Gad received their inheritances is yet another
example of a story that is retold differently from
the way it was previously related (Numbers 32).
It is not mentioned here that these tribes re-
quested to receive their portions on the eastern

DISCUSSION

side of the Jordan, that Moses scolded them, or
that they suggested going to battle alongside
the rest of the nation as a condition for their set-
tlement on the eastern side of the Jordan River.
These differences are due to the context. In
Moses'last speech he mentions only the public

aspects of the debate: His stipulation in the
presence of the entire nation, in which he for-
mally authorized these tribes to settle east of
the Jordan, and the fact that this permission is
contingent upon their participation in the up-
coming military encounters west of the Jordan.
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3:14| The Geshurite and the Maakhatite:
These were Aramean kingdoms in the Golan:
Geshur to the south and Maakha to the north.
These kingdoms were not conquered by Joshua
(Joshua 13:13). The friendly relations between
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the Israelite kingdom and the Geshurite king-
dom found expression in the marriage of David
to Maakha, daughter of the king of Geshur. She
bore him his son Avshalom (Il Samuel 3:3), who
lived for a period of time with his grandfather

in Geshur (Il Samuel 13:37). The kingdoms of
Geshur and Maakha are also mentioned in
Egyptian inscriptions, in the Amarna letters,
fourteenth century BCE.
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However, you must remember that those fit for war are obli-

Maftir gated to go forth in battle at the vanguard of the army, until

the Lord will give rest to your brethren, the other tribes, like
you, and they too will take possession of the land that the
Lord your God is giving them beyond the Jordan, to the
west. Only then, when the wars are concluded, each man shall
return to his possession that I gave and divided among you,
and which awaits you on this side of the Jordan.

22

Book of Deuteronomy | Chapter 3 | Vaethanan

Moses refers directly to Joshua. I commanded Joshua at that
time, saying: It is your eyes that have seen everything that
the Lord your God has done to these two kings, as they were
utterly defeated; so shall the Lord do to all the kingdoms
that you are crossing there.

There are many more kingdoms on the western side of the
Jordan, and the settled areas there are both larger and more
crowded. Nevertheless, you shall not fear them, as it is the

21 Although Joshua served as one of Moses’ generals,” Moses Lord your God who makes war for you.
personally commanded the battles against Sihon and Og. Now
Parashat

‘eth
Va'ethanan
Moses and the Land The previous parasha concluded with words of encouragement that Moses gave Joshua as the nation prepared
to enter the Land of Israel. Moses continues his address by pleading to God to cancel the decree barring him from
DEUTERONOMY 3:23-29 entering the land.

Despite the personal perspective used by Moses to deliver his speech in the book of Deuteronomy, nearly all of
the stories related are not personal in nature, but apply to the entire nation. The following passage, though, is the exception, in which Moses pleads
to God to allow him to enter the Land of Israel. Perhaps Moses’ goal in relating this information is to tell the people: | was your leader, | helped to bear
your burdens, and even in my old age | fought on your behalf. Nevertheless, | am not permitted to enter the land, but only to view it from afar. You, in
contrast, will cross over the Jordan River and enter the land, and you should appreciate the significance of this great privilege.

23 I pleaded with the Lord at that time, when God instructed 25 Taccept the fact that I have completed my job, but I request of
me to speak to Joshua and prepare the nation to enter the Land You to please, let me cross the Jordan River, and I'will see the
of Israel, saying: good land that is beyond the Jordan, that good mountain,

24 My Lord God, You began to show Your servant Your great- and until the Lebanon. Please show me the mountainous re-
ness and Your mighty hand, through the great miracles per- gion of the Promised Land with its borders.'
formed in Egypt, at the Red Sea, and during the recent con- 26 The Lord was irate with me because of you,® or: For your
quests; that who is a god in the heavens or on the earth, who benefit and honor,” and did not heed me, and the Lord said
can perform like Your actions, and like Your mighty deeds? to me: Enough for you, do not continue speaking and pray-
I now turn to you with a small request. ing to Me anymore about this matter.

27 Ascend to the top of the peak, and lift your eyes to the
DISCUSSION

3:26| Because of you: Moses is not saying
here that God prevented him from entering the
land due to the incident of the waters of dispute
(Numbers 20:9-13), as that could be construed
as an affront to the dignity of the nation, which

was listening to his speech. Rather, Moses is ex-
plaining that he was prohibited from crossing
the Jordan River because the people he took
out of Egypt remained on the other side. Since
his flock all perished in the wilderness, he must

remain with them. While God’s denial of Moses
and Aaron’s entry into the land could have been
linked to a specific transgression, the primary
reason presented here for God's decree is that
leaders must remain with their people (see
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Haftara for
Devarim

Reproof for Corruption and
Injustice
ISAIAH 1:1-1:27

Book of Deuteronomy | Haftara for Devarim

Just as Moses opened his final speech to Israel with a rebuke but ended with words of consolation
and blessings, so too Isaiah’s vision begins with a harsh reproof and concludes with words of
comfort. The prophet castigates those who perform empty ritual acts of worship while they conduct
their moral and social lives in contradiction to the will of God. The prophet informs them that despite

their superficial observance of the festivals and public gatherings, their visits to the Temple, and
their bringing of offerings, none of these express their actual religious orientation. He tells them that
they must improve their behavior, by restoring justice and righteousness in the land, before God will accept them with love.

This haftara, called Haftarat Hazon, after its first word, meaning vision, is the third and last of three haftarot of retribution. It is always read on the
Sabbath before the Ninth of Av. The key term of lament, eikha, meaning how, which is also the first word in the book of Lamentations and the name of
that book in Hebrew, appears both in Isaiah’s reproof and early in Moses' speech in the parasha.

The vision of Isaiah son of Amotz, that he envisioned concern-
ing Judah and Jerusalem, in the days of Uziyahu, Yotam, Ahaz,
and Hizkiyahu, kings of Judah. Hear, heavens, and listen, earth,
as the Lord has spoken: I have reared children and raised them
up, and they have rebelled against Me. An ox knows its owner,
and a donkey its master’s trough. Israel does not know; My peo-
ple does not perceive. Woe! Sinful nation, people laden with
iniquity, villainous descendants, corrupting children; they for-
sook the Lord, they scorned the Holy One of Israel, they have
turned backward. For what will you be struck, that you continue
straying still? Every head is ill and every heart suffers. From foot
to head, there is nothing whole in it; wound, bruise, and fresh
blow have not been treated nor bandaged nor softened with
oil. Your land is desolation; your cities are burned in fire; your
land, strangers devour it in your presence and it is desolation
like an upheaval by strangers. The daughter of Zion remains
like a booth in a vineyard, like a shed in a field of gourds, like
a besieged city. Had not the Lord of Hosts left us a miniscule
remnant, we would have been like Sodom, we would have been
comparable to Gomorrah. Hear the word of the Lord, leaders
of Sodomy; listen to the Torah of our God, people of Gomorrah.
Why do I need the multitude of your offerings, says the Lord;
I am sated with burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fattened
bulls; I do not desire the blood of bulls and sheep and goats.
When you come to appear before Me, who sought this from
your hand, trampling My courtyards? Do not continue bring-
ing a vain meal offering; incense is an abomination for Me;
New Moon and Sabbath, convoking convocations, I cannot
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abide evil and assembly. My soul loathes your New Moons
and your festivals; they are a burden for Me; I have wearied of
forbearance. And when you spread your hands, I will avert My
eyes from you; even when you multiply prayer, I do not hear;
your hands are full of blood. Wash, purify yourselves, remove
the evil of your actions from before My eyes; cease doing evil.
Learn well, seek justice, bolster the oppressed, adjudicate for
the orphan, champion the widow. Let us go now and reason to-
gether, says the Lord. If your sins will be like scarlet, they will be
whitened as snow; if they will be reddened like crimson, they
will be like wool. If you are willing and heed, the goodness of
the land you will eat. But if you refuse and are defiant, you will
be devoured by the sword, as the mouth of the Lord has spo-
ken. How did it become a harlot, the faithful city? Filled with
principle, justice would abide in it, but now, murderers. Your
silver has become dross, your liquor diluted with water. Your
princes are wayward and cohorts of thieves; each loves bribery
and pursues graft. They will not provide justice for an orphan
and the cause of the widow will not come to them. Therefore,
the utterance of the Master, the Lord of hosts, the Mighty One
of Israel: Woe! I will be relieved of My adversaries and will
avenge Myself on My enemies. I will turn My hand against you,
and I will refine your dross as with lye; I will remove all your
slag. I will restore your judges as at first and your counselors as
at the beginning; thereafter, you will be called the city of righ-
teousness, the faithful city. Zion will be redeemed with justice
and its returnees with righteousness.
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